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LETTERS TO MY BEST КІ) ERIEND 
ABOUT LIFE, HUMANITY, AND VIDEO 
GAMES) 
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Andrew, like me, was a pioneer in the world of existing ІП 
the world. | was the first grandchild. My mom was 
sixteen when she had me and my grandfather didn't 
speak to her for months when he found out she was 


us & : E pregnant. She was the smart one, the one at whose feet 


| think we had fairly similar childhood. Fun and messy 
and full of play, because | think we are both fairly 
sensitive and creative adults. It stands to reason that if 
ü age, geometry, and socioeconomic status wasn't an 


issue, we would have been friends. 
PU — — 


he laid all of his hopes for his children. When he saw 
me, he broke his silence to tersely say that | was the 


isn’t very int nie ! just don’t at k 'S especially bs most beautiful thing he'd ever seen. And then they 
Ф engage with BS 9. These days га Out it because Ы worked their way back to one another, sort of. 
- 95 that bore me ' m trying not to 


Ф | 3 Andrew was also a first grandchild, but also the first kid 
NE — : in your friend group. He was the turning point at which 

1 we all started growing чр. | didn't know it then, but | : 

should have seen it. John became a capital-d Dad after 


e nad Kino i that. He wasn't perfect and he was def behind on the 
Ф b. one? a utu! «entnood 5 A Lus j learning curve, but | think he did his best to keep up and 9 6 
| never really о опа er and et c who couldn кап i tae grow into a better husband and human. He's certainly 

y ign noo one of my favorites, and the first person | think of when | 


imagine a solid dude. 


Andrew was the first kid | ever got to watch grow up, 
joyfully, in a house that shifted like a turntable to make ) 4 
the world a more comfortable landing place. Of course, | 
loved him right away. 


But | didn't recognize that he would be my best kid friend 

c /3 until you held Penny when she was born and he was 

partners. But bereft and we ate graham crackers in the floor until he 

a less likely j chilled out, and then maybe even had a little fun while 
Н> we were running full force down the hallway on our Way 

gives you poop HU .. out. 


When Brandon was born, | read BJ Novac's the Book 
with No Pictures to him. It's one of my favorites, but I 
think it can be a hard sell for a kid. But he leaned in and 


: loved it. Ryan took a picture of the two of us that still [7 Ф 
| makes me happy to look at, even though it was pre- 
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And then you let те babysit him and we were BOTH 
( nervous because we knew what а sensitive kid he was. 

But | tried to put myself in his shoes and just did what 
made the most logical sense. We just played. We played 
Run & Scream which was just basically the two of us 
running unhinged around the house and yelling all our 
feelings and frustrations out and collapsing into a pile of 
giggles. I think your neighbors probably did not love Run 
& Scream because it was very loud. You might have 
liked it because the running and the screaming probably 
helped us both fall asleep easily. 


You texted me after a babysitting hangout once, and 
said Andrew called me his best friend and | was so 
touched that | cried a little bit about it. And I felt weirdly 
seen as someone who was maybe a little kid wearing a 
big kid suit, trying to fit in. 


Andrew was one of the first people to just roll with my 
transition, too. He didn't care about the sum or my parts 
or what to call me. He mostly cared about my ability to 
recognize Paw Patrol characters and blow bubbles. And 
honestly, same. 


4 І know that you апа Ry are deeply amused by our 
friendship, and that you sometimes think of it as an act 
D of kindness on my part. But honesty, this is as deep and 
rewarding of a friendship as | have with any of my adult 
a friends. 


My favorite friends are smart, kind people who teach me 
things about how to navigate the world. My best friends 
make me a better person because | want to fill the 
inherent trust they place in my competency and 
morality. 


| don’t need to tell you, of all people, what a great kid he 
is. How, in spite of having big feelings he doesn't yet 
have the context for, he’s smart and funny and he values 
fair play and honesty in a way a lot of grown-ups could 
take a lesson from. More than that, he reminds me that 
it's okay to turn off the boring productivity part of my 
brain and just play, for the fun of it. 
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This is just to say: thank you = 
en ia You and John are such good people, raising e 


little people. Thanks for the small 


interestin Я n 
sioh ror : thood, and for all of the times it's ) 


window | get into paren 


hard and heartbreaking and you go on even though it d 
sucks. | 
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Thanks for i ; 
playing spider wi 
bru. ciere without enira ese 
. | feel like grown- ; 
spend al ; ; ups, myself 
ot of time making plans, рси 


them and either : 
cancelin Е 
much they dread them. g them or talking about how 
Es S 
нер Maybe уо 
| ап 5 colleg friends: kids will be) 
| u have pa t who will love and rt you n 
| ou'll know qu eople. firstha d, positive, 
| (reasonabl j well-adjusted role-mo is. Not everyone т 
oes didn't, N the end. But sometimes yes Pa set o 
Y na пего 5 journey to find as ace you can i 
x | | comfortably into. And th you'll m et the well-adjusted 
ha | role-mod is who teac yo be yours if. (One is à 
much СЧ er road, put ! promise hey en up in the 
t eventually ) | 4 


We get caught up 
we kind of just forget that it's okay to 


p, 44 
tt silly, isn't i 


and responsibilities 

take time off to have fun. You remind me to do that, an 

| appreciate it. | think sometimes when your mom or my 

wife talk about our funny іше friendship, they think m So, these | 

being kind to y u. And | always will be, because every other kids ace are for you. J |») - E 

part of friendship 15 puilt on kindness and honesty Bu silly and wh o might need Rd i casesAnd ^ i 
two-way street and you teach me stuff ‘the silly sale | imagine to be dit Maybe this is "me re for 

y e time. 50, х Wa же blings of an sens хаав wisdom,’ i quite 
5 om, eless old m , 15 in fact 
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friendship 15 a 
(about video games and m 


thanks for teaching m 


reminding me to veg out and relax an 
farts. It was hilarious when you called your cupcake filter 
a glitter poop an i'm gonna laugh about that all week 
probably. N 
ess. M ; 
S ayb с ; 
Omedayy| ope so something in here Vi 
ха moe useful 
5 M E 
e І love you $ 
Í you and | always will no matter what 
M 
Your friend, 


Sawyer 
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Second day of second grade and everyday keeps 


getting better! 


l'm so proud of you for going to school and making the 
best of it even though I know you were nervous. This 
has been a hard, chaotic week for both Ryan and me. 
Her job is really rough right now and mine is ... well. I'm 
not sure what mine is, to be honest. | have been 
wrestling with imposter syndrome more than | knew | 
realized. | still am, a little. But | hope maybe | am getting 
my sea legs under me. 
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| do have things to say, and it sounds ridiculous to 


realize at age 42 that I'm pretty smart and usually have | 
something to add to a subject or discussion that helps 


reframe it for someone else. 


| had been giving some thought to applying for this PhD 
program at UPenn. And who knows, maybe someday | 
will. But | needed to walk around with the idea in my 
head for a couple of weeks, and what I have sort of 
come to is this: } |« 


| can make up a list of valid and salient reasons for 
applying. But the biggest one is that my mom was a 


narcissistic drug addict whose abuse and neglect make 


spite my most powerful motivator. j 4 


I've done some good stuff powered by spite. But lately, | . 
feel like I’ve been hustling for the next thing for a little — : 
while. The next accomplishment. The next arbitrary 
marker of success to check off my list. But here's the 
rub: | don't know what that is. | have constantly 

felt like | was looking for something and tried to use 
logical sense and the opportunities that were available to 
me to make a good choice. And there have been 
moments of happiness and accomplishment. But there 
has not often been the chest-bursting sort of joy | have 
had lately. Graduating from college, winning an award 
for my thesis, landing an agent, all of those things that 
should have been things to celebrate made me really 
anxious because | didn't feel like а earned them, іп 
spite of all the time and work | invested. | hope that at  ; 
these moments, you take time to rest on the peaks and 
look around, breathe deep in your success and let the 
sweet air here fortify you for whatever the next bit is. 
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credit this pandemic for anything good, 
EO because it seems disrespectful to do so when it has 


i uestion of life or 
> EV | come with so much loss. But, when Wee с 
4 А 4 death is constant and it seems like every 


-— | don't want to 


has costs that could have incomprehensible 
Dco tenue it changes you. There is no a de 
COVID-19 has left an indelible mark on Варто = 2 
wonder how the pandemic has changed you“ Kids ar 
work in progress, and we credit a lot of their 
development on academic access. With so ae 
interruptions to your education, maybe you've go 
more time to just play or maybe it's given your 
outstanding parents a wider lens on p 
health. It's certainly given 
and in the background of our 
sound like-a mostly happy, ch 
Brandon is crying or Sunny IS 
be like that. 77 
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| don't have an answer for that. Might not ever. But | am 
trying to hold tight to the things that bring me joy. For 
now, part of that is getting to be someone you look up to. 
. Your admiration makes me a better person. I'm grateful 
_ to you and for you. N 
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Dear Andrew, 
гуе been thinking а 
when | came out as trans, you Wer 


lot about dudeness. About how | 
e the person in my life ! 
k 


tment period. You truly, at four or 
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41 She's a good тот. Like, j 


with the easiest adjus 


five years old, didn't struggle with pronouns or name 
change stuff. And if you slipped up and used the wrong |! ever kno arguabl 
one, you sort of just apologized and shrugged and ! Your GENE n have a bit in cols. e of the best I've Т ~ 
continued telling me about what Daniel Tiger was up to. і l parental e l, in the ay that we = ў г: zie 
(Side note: did you know his dad was Mr. Rogers, who ! i problems. We ie fairly serious subst kind of dodgy D 
loved when | was your age? I'm not sure | ever told you | have been С lid a lot of growing u ance abuse |’ 
that.) | orried about bikes and а we should 
Your unblinking acceptance has been really helpful as | arbies and boy 
figure out what kind of guy ! want to be. | think that's à made her i; RENTA 
thing we have in common. We're both in the process of ave us er king 
figuring it out. Maybe everyone else is also figuring it out, i ers got cleare both fa ly b ге empath ng | 
all the time too. It's cool to 566 it happen, though. I'm so "nto mother iod When you w ISSues with Hiis and | 
proud of the cool, kind, smart little human you are. | can't ndir | know it's re born undaries. 
wait to see who you become. | can't wait to see who! — !' S even hardes to think of c. Steppeg 
become either. Ls уч, d to consider es rent 
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tme 
it. When we firs А 
zs T anii for like, five Monet 
mom's house into а hou 
My brother died when I was а kid and Aunt Ryan didn't. 
| row your gaa на have brothers or sisters, so | assumed the role I'd play in 
i p 1 І have only known your dad through the lens of my wife's the lives of kids | knew was a sort of distant adult figure 


they saw at birthday parties. Being your uncle is not 

something | expected, but it's something that | enjoy а 

lot. Your friendship makes me a better person and you 

make me laugh and take myself seriously. | am so proud zB 


of and grateful for you. 


| best friend's husband, which is to say: not well. But after i 
you were born, it seemed like he slipped into the role of | 
goofy dad,” like a tailored coat. He seemed to care less _ | 

i what people thought, and his humanity came more 

; clearly into focus. | think you get your sense of fair play 


E апа mischief from your dad. And SO many facial 
features. . 2 
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| think it’s normal and natural to feel like yo 

on't understand you. In a way, they ont TEA. 

уои re still evolving into who you are. I don't think it's too 
much of a stretch to Say that you're still learning to 

, understand yourself. Identity is an ever-changing 5 
oncept that maybe we never settle co 


5 


| But there are parents who try and parents who don't. 
! And yours are trying their hardest to make sure you and 

. your bro are as safe and happy as you can be. They're 
probably the best parents Гуе ever met and I’m so 
excited that | get to stand on the sidelines and watch you 
~= all figure it out together. | E 3 
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| love you very much.” 
Your friend, 
Sawyer 


Hey bud. 


Today was kind of a perfect day. We switched it up and 
played pizza chef and it was fun and unexpectedly 
challenging. You made a pretty successful restaurant— 
and | focused on being mostly а production-based 


company. 
We talked a little bit about money and food and someday 


we'll talk more about the economy and personal 
responsibility. But to be honest, I'm still learning a lot of it 


myself. | hope | learn enough to set a good example. I'm 
trying really hard to do so. 


е 71 


ААК TO: 
Ра 19. 


- ҡа Sven Sonn, Andrew ! 
€ Brando. 
} je Ryan € Oscar 
| _ peoos сезду l beta 
pels. 
| ае on 
= yor € Nous 


Шы 


12 

B : on post AWs on the 
mernet, 

= sell бс а poty. 

— уже. what exec youd 
ч e YuX gz cxedeX me. 

= ger \ ыла АС you 

wanna: sew yer text 
®© anal. LOW 


Cand @) Sawyer lovetr 
o 54% wedia) 


A 


Dear Andrew, 


One of my favorite things about you is how you change 
your mind often and easily. | hope you always do, so you 
can continue to remind me that it’s how humans grow 


and evolve for the better. 


I'm so grateful for all the smart stuff you teach me. 


Love, 
Sawyer 


